Using Google Earth to View Fuel Treatment Files
If you do not already have Google Earth installed or you have an older version on your computer, download and install a free version of Google Earth online at 

http://www.google.com/earth/index.html
Getting the data on your computer

Open the Google Earth (GE) program. Once GE is running, you will need to click on view from the top menu bar and make sure that both the sidebar and the toolbar are checked.  Next click on file and then on open.  Navigate to the CD/DVD drive and click on the folder Files for GE followed by the GE My Places File.  Inside this folder you will see the file My Places which is what you want to open. 

When you open the My Places File it will automatically be placed in the temporary places folder in GE.  At this point it is a good idea to right click on the My Places File and then choose the option to Save to My Places from the drop down menu.  The file has now moved up to the GE My Places folder.  If you would like to save the data to your computer so that you no longer need the disc right click on the top My Places file and choose the option to Save Place As.  At this point just navigate to a place in your documents where you would like to store the folder.  At this point you are ready to look at the data and personalize it to your liking
.   
How the data are organized.
The data are organized into folders by agency and then are broken down into various units and districts depending on the size of the agency.  There are two types of data presented:  line features representing fire roads, fuelbreaks & dozer lines; and polygons representing area fuel treatments.  Say you are interested in looking at fuelbreaks on the Los Angeles River Ranger District.  You would navigate there by following this sequence- US Forest Service, Angeles National Forest, LARRD Fuelbreaks.  At this point you will see a list of fuelbreaks in the LARRD along with attributes including name, fuel modification type, year of construction and last maintenance year.  You can pull the edge of the sidebar to the right to see all of the data.  Closing the Search and Layers portion of the sidebar by clicking them will also give you more viewing area.  
Also included in the my places file is a boundaries folder which you can find below all of the agency folders.  I have found it most useful to turn it on only when there is a need for reference as it can create issues when trying to identify various features.   
One unfortunate problem with manipulating files for use with GE is that the treatments get scrambled and are no longer alphabetized within the folders.  At this time I have not found an easy way to alphabetize the treatments without moving them one at a time to the top of the list, this can be done, but it will require a little bit of your time and some patience. You may only be interested in doing this for your area of interest.  

Identifying Treatments
To find a particular treatment navigate to it in the file structure and double click it.  GE will zoom to it on the map.  You can also identify an unknown treatment or feature on the map by clicking on it once.  You need to hover the cursor over the treatment and wait until it changes from a hand to a pointer.  This can be very tricky with the line features and I have found that it works best if you can put the hand on a slightly vertical portion of the line.  The treatment will be slightly (I would like to emphasize the slightly!) highlighted in the folder of the agency it belongs to in the sidebar.  This is important if you are trying to get at a treatment that is underlying other treatments. In order to identify underlying treatments you will need to turn off (uncheck) any overlying treatments first.  

This is one of the problems with having the boundary files turned on.  These files are handy for identifying land ownership/stewardship but can get annoying as they constantly try to identify the area every time you click on the map.  At times they also seem to prevent you from being able to click on and identify any of the other features.  Again I have found it best to just turn these off.
Personalizing the Color Scheme Etc

In order to make the data more useful for your particular needs, it may be helpful to change how the individual treatments appear.  You can do this by changing the entire file of treatments or you can change each treatment individually.  Whatever you decide to change you will want to remember to always go back and save the My Places folder using Save Place As in order to retain your changes.  It is best to do this regularly during this process because the program tends to crash now and then. That said, here are some simple steps to get you going.

If you want to change all of the treatments in a file to the same size and color: 

-right click on the file you want to manipulate and chose properties from 
 
  the drop down menu.

-choose the style & color tab and personalize and then click OK.


If you want to change all of the treatments in a folder with a number of files to the same size and color: 

-right click on the folder you want to manipulate and chose properties from 
  the drop down menu.


-choose the style & color tab, click share style from below the box,  
 
  
  personalize and then click OK.


If you want to change an individual treatment:


-right click on the treatment from within the file list and chose properties 
 
  from the drop down menu.


-choose the style & color tab, personalize and click on OK.

Don't forget to save if you want to keep these changes (See above).
Other tips & useful tools in GE

If you are completely unfamiliar with Google Earth it may help to run through one their beginner tutorials that you can access by clicking on help and then help resources from the top menu bar.  Choose Learn from the blue menu bar and pick a tutorial.

Tips to make moving around the map easier: 

- Use the hand to pan around the map instead of the navigation bar on the 
   right (Click, hold, & drag)


- Use the roller ball on a mouse to zoom in or out. (Click the map then roll 

   the ball)

Useful tools from the toolbar:


-Clicking on the clock icon gives you a bar slider from which you can view 
 
  historical imagery.  Not all the images are of equal quality so this tool 
 
  allows you to choose an image with better resolution or to see changes 
    
  through time on the landscape. 


-Clicking on the ruler allows you to measure distances.


-Clicking on the map icon (last one) allows you to go to googlemaps.com 
 
  from which you can get nearby road names or turn by turn directions to 
 
  the feature of interest.  It is then just one click back to Google Earth from 
   
  Google Maps.

There is another useful tool in GE that give you an elevation profile along a linear feature.  In order to use this tool you have to use a different set of files that have been included on the CD/DVD in the folder GE kml Elevation Profile Files.  In order to use these files pull the one you need into GE following the get the data on your computer section of these instructions.  Once you have the file saved in My Places and the My Places Saved on your computer (Save Place As) you can start creating elevation profiles.  

Creating the elevation profile: 

-right click on the linear feature you want to view and choose show 
 
  
  elevation profile from the dropdown menu.


-the profile will display on the screen and as you move the mouse across 
 
  the profile it will show you where you are located on the map along with 
 
  some other information.  If you do not see the large red arrow moving on 
 
  the map you will need to zoom out, find the arrow and then drag this 
 
  portion of the map above the profile so you can see the display.
IMPORTANT TO NOTE*************

Depending on how the linear feature was originally digitized some of the information may not be accurate.  Some features are a nice single line while others were digitized in pieces and create problems for the profile.  When looking at the profile you can see a dark red line indicating the linear feature.  The elevation, mileage, etc. is accurate as long as the red line is not faded.  Once the line becomes faded the digitized line has started back at some other point along the feature and the mileage is no longer useful.  The elevation in the faded section is also not real.  It is important to watch the location on the map to see where the profile is being created from.   
�This narrative will depend on how  the  kml files are stored.  Preferably clicking on any kml link will open  GE directly. 








